Biology - Extinction
Week 05/04/20
Reading:
● Annotate the article: What we lose when animal become extinct
○ Underline important ideas
○ Circle important words
○ Put a “?” next to something you want to know more about
○ Answer questions at the end of the article
Activity:
● Complete an AVID One-Pager
○ AVID One-Pager Extinction
Writing:
● Read the article: Conservation is going to the dogs
○ Answer the writing prompt at the end of the article.

Biología - Extinción
Semana de 05/04/20
Lectura:
● Anotar el artículo: What we lose when animal become extinct
○ Subráye ideas importantes
○ Circúle palabras importantes
○ Ponga un "?" junto a algo que usted quiera saber más
○ Conteste las preguntas al final del artículo
Actividad:
● Complete an AVID One-Pager
○ AVID One-Pager Extinction
Escritura:
● Lea el artículo: Conservation is going to the dogs
○ Responda la pregunta al fin del artículo.

What we lose when animals become extinct
By Elizabeth Kolbert, National Geographic on 01.28.20
Word Count 1,611
Level MAX

Image 1. An Asian elephant eating a watermelon at the Melbourne Zoo in Australia. Elephants are endangered because of habitat loss and
poaching. Photo: Fir0002/Wikimedia

The International Union for Conservation of Nature says more than 28,000 species of animals and
plants are threatened with extinction. That number actually understates the risk. Since 1964, when
the IUCN established a "red list" of threatened species and began compiling data gathered
worldwide, the list has become the preeminent global database of endangered life and an essential
tool for conservation policy. Yet the IUCN has been able to assess only about 106,000 species of
the more than 1.5 million species of animals and more than 300,000 plants that scientists have
described and named — which they estimate is less than a quarter of what's really out there. An
intergovernmental report on the biodiversity crisis estimated that extinction threatens up to a
million animal and plant species, known and unknown. The IUCN hopes to raise the number of
species assessments to 160,000 by 2020. Next up on its agenda: a "green list" of conservation
successes. It will be much shorter than the red one.
The Biggest Threat: Humans

Habitat loss — driven primarily by human expansion as we develop land for housing, agriculture
and commerce — is the biggest threat facing most animal species, followed by hunting and
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fishing. Even when habitat is not lost entirely, it may be changed so much that animals cannot
adapt. Fences fragment a grassland or logging cuts through a forest, breaking up migration
corridors; pollution renders a river toxic; pesticides kill widely and indiscriminately. To those local
threats one must increasingly add global ones: Trade, which spreads disease and invasive species
from place to place, and climate change, which eventually will affect every species on Earth —
starting with the animals that live on cool mountaintops or depend on polar ice. All of these
threats lead, directly or indirectly, back to humans and our expanding footprint. Most species face
multiple threats. Some can adapt to us; others will vanish.
If we lived in an ordinary time — time here being understood in the long, unhurried sense of a
geologic epoch — it would be nearly impossible to watch a species vanish. Such an event would
occur too infrequently for a person to witness. In the case of mammals, the best-studied group of
animals, the fossil record indicates that the "background" rate of extinction, the one that prevailed
before humans entered the picture, is so low that over the course of a millennium, a single species
should disappear.
But of course we don't live in an ordinary time. Everywhere we look, species are winking out. Just
in the past decade, two mammal species have gone extinct: a bat known as the Christmas Island
pipistrelle and a rat, the Bramble Cay melomys.
The International Union for Conservation of Nature lists more than 200 mammal species and
subspecies as critically endangered. In some cases, like the Sumatran rhino or the vaquita — a
porpoise native to the Gulf of California — there are fewer than a hundred individuals left. In
others, like the baiji (also known as the Yangtze River dolphin), the species, though not yet
officially declared extinct, has probably died out.
And unfortunately, what goes for mammals goes for just about every other animal group: reptiles,
amphibians, fish, even insects. Extinction rates today are hundreds — perhaps thousands — of
times higher than the background rate. They're so high that scientists say we're on the brink of a
mass extinction.
The last mass extinction, which did in the dinosaurs some 66 million years ago, followed an
asteroid impact. Today the cause of extinction seems more diffuse. It's logging and poaching and
introduced pathogens and climate change and overfishing and ocean acidification.
But trace all these back and you find yourself face-to-face with the same culprit. The great
naturalist E.O. Wilson has noted that humans are the "first species in the history of life to become
a geophysical force." Many scientists argue that we have entered a new geologic epoch — the
Anthropocene, or age of man. This time around, in other words, the asteroid is us.
What's Lost?

One way to think of a species, be it of ape or of ant, is as an answer to a puzzle: how to live on
planet Earth. A species' genome is a sort of manual; when the species perishes, that manual is lost.
We are, in this sense, plundering a library — the library of life. Instead of the Anthropocene,
Wilson has dubbed the era we are entering the Eremozoic — the age of loneliness.
Joel Sartore has been photographing animals for his Photo Ark project for 13 years. In an ever
growing number of cases, animals housed in zoos or special breeding facilities are among the last
remaining members of their species. In some instances, they are the only members.
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Toughie, a Rabbs' fringe-limbed tree frog from central Panama, lived at the Atlanta Botanical
Garden. He became the last known of his kind when a fungal disease swept through his native
habitat and a captive-breeding program failed. Toughie died in 2016, and it's likely the Rabbs'
fringe-limbed tree frog is now extinct.
Romeo, a Sehuencas water frog that lives at the natural history museum in Cochabamba, Bolivia,
was likewise believed to be a sole survivor. Scientists created an online dating profile for him. It
linked to a donation page, and the $25,000 raised helped fund expeditions in the eastern Andes,
where the species was once abundant.
Amazingly, the search has revealed five more Sehuencas water frogs, two males and three females.
All were taken to Cochabamba; the one female mature enough to breed with Romeo was named
Juliet. Whether she will prove a worthy mate and perpetuate the species, no one knows.
Was the Rabbs' fringe-limbed tree frog beautiful? Not in the flashy way of, say, the Spix's macaw
(which is believed to be extinct in the wild) or the Gee's golden langur (which is endangered). But
with its expressive brown eyes and gangly limbs, it had its own kind of charm.
Sartore treats all creatures — great and small, handsome and homely — with reverence. His photos
capture what's singular and, I'd also like to say, soulful about every living thing. One of my favorite
images of Joel's is of a Partula nodosa, or niho tree snail, laying down a trail of slime. There used
to be dozens of Partula species in the South Pacific, occupying different islands and different
ecological niches. Much like Darwin's finches, they are the darlings of evolutionary biologists —
living, slime-producing illustrations of the power of natural selection. The introduction of
carnivorous snails from Florida drove nearly a third of the Partula species extinct; several survive
solely thanks to captive-breeding programs.
Precisely because extinction takes place so frequently now, it's possible to become inured to it.
This desensitizing is what makes Sartore's images so crucial: They show us just how remarkable
each species is that's being lost.
We live in an extraordinary time. Perhaps by recognizing this, we can begin to imagine creating a
different one — one that preserves, as much as is still possible, the wonderful diversity of life.
Threat: Disease

Since the 1980s, a fungal disease called chytridiomycosis, likely spread through direct contact and
by infected water, has ravaged global amphibian populations. More than 500 species have been
affected; 90 of these may be extinct. The fungus disrupts transmission of electrolytes through the
skin of a frog or toad, ultimately stopping its heart.
Threat: Invasive Species

Like many island species, the nearly flightless kagu, native to the French Pacific territory of New
Caledonia, was seriously affected by the arrival in the late 1700s of European settlers and their
animals. Roughly chicken size, the kagu continues to fall prey to non-native pigs, cats and dogs.
The birds nest on the ground, and rats eat their eggs. Recent population estimates suggest fewer
than a thousand kagu survive. Scientists nevertheless have some hope for the future: Decades of
successful captive breeding have resulted in the reintroduction of the birds to the wild, and
predator control has allowed some populations to rebound.
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Threat: Fragmentation

This subspecies of the dama gazelle was once
widespread across the western Sahara. Now there are
fewer than 300 damas combined in Mali, Chad and
Niger. Their range is broken up by grazing lands for
livestock, and they're at risk from hunting.
Reintroduction of captive-bred animals has had
mixed success.
Threat: Habitat loss

Butterflies can fly long distances and feed on many
types of flowers, but caterpillars are locavores, eating
plants they hatch on or near. As those plants are lost
to development or farming, butterflies disappear. The
ones here aren't listed by the IUCN — which has
evaluated only 8,100 insect species — but are
considered at risk by other authorities.
Threat: Poaching

Early in the 20th century, perhaps 100,000 elephants roamed across Asia. Since then, their
population likely has been cut in half. They're killed not just for their ivory tusks but also for their
meat and hides — and sometimes in retaliation for the damage they do to crops.
Threat: Deforestation

For tree-dwelling lemurs, there's no life without the forest — or Madagascar, their only home. Yet
the island nation has lost 80 percent of its trees to development, charcoal production, and slashand-burn agriculture. Lemurs are squeezed into limited protected areas; 38 species are critically
endangered. Fuel-efficient stoves are being introduced to encourage people to reduce wood use
and protect forest habitat.
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Quiz
1

Read the introduction of the article [paragraph 1].
How does the introduction develop the main idea?

2

3

4

(A)

It provides background information about the data on species extinction and suggests the problem is
much larger than it appears.

(B)

It summarizes the various human activities that threaten to cause the extinction of one million animal
and plant species.

(C)

It contrasts the number of species on the "red list" with species on the "green list" to indicate a high level
of progress toward conservation.

(D)

It narrates the experiences of scientists and government agencies as they study species in danger of
extinction in their own habitats.

How are the sections organized to help develop understanding?
(A)

The sections indicate that mass extinctions have caused many species to disappear in the planet's
history, then provide a chronology of all mass extinctions, and finally propose solutions for preventing
another such event in the future.

(B)

The sections summarize how human actions have become a threat to species compared with the past,
then describe efforts to document disappearing species, and finally provide a list of human-related
threats with specific examples.

(C)

The sections contrast the information scientists have about biodiversity today with the lack of
information about the age of dinosaurs, then elaborate on the problems that international groups have
gathering accurate data on extinction.

(D)

The sections explain that humans can still conserve animal and plant species by describing the causes
and effects of the last mass extinction, then explore a list of theories for how to end the threats facing
specific plant and animal species.

How does the author develop their own perspective in the article?
(A)

by using passionate and emotional language to encourage others to protest against deforestation, and
describing personal visits to affected areas

(B)

by praising the work being done to save and photograph endangered species, and emphasizing the
need for humans to focus more on preservation

(C)

by arguing that the world has entered a new geologic epoch called the Anthropocene, and analyzing the
arguments of others against this claim

(D)

by developing a logical explanation for human effects on climate, and providing reassurance that most
species will continue to thrive despite extinctions

Based on the article, what is MOST likely the reason the author includes the perspective of E.O. Wilson?
(A)

to show that humans are the strongest and best-adapted species living at this time

(B)

to suggest that rapid species extinction is now something we should accept as normal

(C)

to explore the differing theories about extinction and evolution created by various scientists

(D)

to emphasize the devastating effects that humans have had on the planet and its species
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Answer Key
1

Read the introduction of the article [paragraph 1].
How does the introduction develop the main idea?

2

3

4

(A)

It provides background information about the data on species extinction and suggests the
problem is much larger than it appears.

(B)

It summarizes the various human activities that threaten to cause the extinction of one million animal
and plant species.

(C)

It contrasts the number of species on the "red list" with species on the "green list" to indicate a high level
of progress toward conservation.

(D)

It narrates the experiences of scientists and government agencies as they study species in danger of
extinction in their own habitats.

How are the sections organized to help develop understanding?
(A)

The sections indicate that mass extinctions have caused many species to disappear in the planet's
history, then provide a chronology of all mass extinctions, and finally propose solutions for preventing
another such event in the future.

(B)

The sections summarize how human actions have become a threat to species compared with the
past, then describe efforts to document disappearing species, and finally provide a list of
human-related threats with specific examples.

(C)

The sections contrast the information scientists have about biodiversity today with the lack of
information about the age of dinosaurs, then elaborate on the problems that international groups have
gathering accurate data on extinction.

(D)

The sections explain that humans can still conserve animal and plant species by describing the causes
and effects of the last mass extinction, then explore a list of theories for how to end the threats facing
specific plant and animal species.

How does the author develop their own perspective in the article?
(A)

by using passionate and emotional language to encourage others to protest against deforestation, and
describing personal visits to affected areas

(B)

by praising the work being done to save and photograph endangered species, and emphasizing
the need for humans to focus more on preservation

(C)

by arguing that the world has entered a new geologic epoch called the Anthropocene, and analyzing the
arguments of others against this claim

(D)

by developing a logical explanation for human effects on climate, and providing reassurance that most
species will continue to thrive despite extinctions

Based on the article, what is MOST likely the reason the author includes the perspective of E.O. Wilson?
(A)

to show that humans are the strongest and best-adapted species living at this time

(B)

to suggest that rapid species extinction is now something we should accept as normal

(C)

to explore the differing theories about extinction and evolution created by various scientists

(D)

to emphasize the devastating effects that humans have had on the planet and its species
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Directions: Create an AVID One-Pager based on the article: What we lose when animals
become extinct.

One-Pager
A One-Pager is a creative response to your learning experience. It allows you to respond imaginatively while
being brief and concise in making connections between words and images. We think about what we see and
read differently when we are asked to do something with what we have seen or read. We learn best when we
create our own ideas. Your personal thinking about what you have experienced should be understood by the
audience that views the One-Pager.

Follow this format for your One-Pager.
Use unlined white paper.

Title the One-Pager appropriately to reflect the content.
Use colored pens, pencils, or markers. The more visually appealing it is the more your peers will learn.
Fill the entire page.
Be purposeful about the arrangement of your One-Pager. For example, have a reason for using a certain color or
for placing an object in a certain place.
Write two quotations from the reading or activity.
Use three visual images, to create a central focus to your page.
Write the main idea of the reading.
Put a symbolic colored border around the edges of the page.

This Page Blank for AVID 1-Pager

ANIMALS

Conservation is going to the dogs
Detection canines are playing a vital role in saving rare plants and animals

Jax, here, is a canine with Working Dogs for Conservation (WD4C). He helps search for black-footed ferrets.
WORKING DOGS FOR CONSERVATION

By Alison Pearce Stevens
April 2, 2020 at 6:45 am

Kayla Fratt greets a driver as he hauls his boat toward one of three boat ramps in Wyoming’s
Yellowstone National Park.
“Can my dog check your boat?” she asks. “He’s looking for zebra mussels.”
The driver, curious, agrees. He and his family climb out of the car, asking Fratt questions as
Barley, a border collie, goes to work. Barley sniffs his way around the boat, while Fratt tells the
family about zebra mussels.

Native to Russia and Ukraine, the mussels have cropped up in lakes around the world. They’re
small. Adults are usually the size of a fingernail. But they reproduce in massive numbers,
clinging to and gumming up drainage pipes, power plants, waterways and more. Zebra
mussels eat the algae that native mussels and other aquatic animals need to survive. Without
food, the native species die off. Meanwhile, the zebra mussels continue to spread. They’re what
scientists call an invasive species.
The only way to fight these mussels is to stop
their tiny larvae from hitching a ride to new
places. But those larvae, about as big as the
width of two human hairs laid side-by-side,
are tough to spot. They get into the tiny
crevices of boats and motors, hiding until
they reach a new lake. There they float free,
starting a new infestation.
Barley’s tail starts a slow, sweeping wag. He
closes his mouth and sniffs more intently. He
senses something. When he locates it, he lies
down with his nose pointing to the spot. Fratt
inspects the area closely and pulls out a
hidden vial. The vial contains zebra mussels.
She had planted it on the boat while Barley
was working.
It’s a super big deal — and fortunately rare —
WD4C detection dog Barley sniffs the bow of a boat in
search of zebra mussels.
WORKING DOGS FOR CONSERVATION

to find zebra mussels during a boat
inspection, Fratt says. The vial will help keep
Barley’s nose homed into the target scent.

Fratt pulls a squeaky ball from a bag and throws it to the dog for a vigorous round of play.
Fratt and Barley are key members of Working Dogs for Conservation, or WD4C. The Montanabased organization trains dogs to help with conservation projects. These programs include
searching for invasive species like the zebra mussels and tracking rare and endangered

animals. Some WD4C dogs live in Africa, where they help park rangers fight wildlife poaching,
the illegal killing of wild animals.
These dogs aren’t ordinary pets. Some started out as service or military dogs and didn’t do well
in those lines of work. Most detection dogs did start off as pets, Fratt says. But they’re “ballcrazy” and full of energy. And that can be too much for some owners to handle.
“The dogs tend to end up in the shelter a lot,” she says. The reason: “Because they’re so high
energy and go-go-go.” That boundless energy often isn’t a good fit for pet owners, Fratt says.
But it’s ideal for a detection dog. A ball is the perfect reward. It’s easy for the person who works
with the dog, its handler, to carry. A ball can’t spoil the way food treats might. And ball-crazy
dogs will do almost anything to get that reward. That makes them easy to train.
These dogs learn that when they smell a certain scent, they get to play with their ball. Each dog
is trained to detect specific odors. It might be those zebra mussels. Or it could be the poop
from a certain species of animal — or the animal itself. It might even be plants or plant parts.
All are organisms that can be easy for people to miss without some help.

Fighting a plant invasion
On a recent day in Iowa, two WD4C dogs, Utah and Lily, are working with biologist Aimee Hurt.
Hurt helped create WD4C and directs their special projects. Noses raised to catch the wind, the
dogs dash across the tall-grass prairie. They are snaking back and forth in search of the scent
that will get them their ball. It’s hard work on a hot day. They take turns hunting for their
target, Chinese bushclover.
This invasive species releases chemicals that prevent other plants from growing. And it is
taking over native landscapes across the eastern United States. It looks a lot like round-headed
bushclover, a close relative that’s native to the United States. Even for people who are trained
to tell the difference, it’s easy to miss these shorter plants in the sea of tall grasses.
Each time a dog finds a patch of Chinese bushclover, it lets Hurt know. She marks the patch
with a flag and takes careful notes. Someone else will return later to remove the invaders.

Utah and Lily are an essential tool in the fight
against invasive plants. Their super-sensitive
sniffers pick up odors that people can’t
detect. What’s more, they are able to tell
scents apart, even ones that are quite similar.
Those two types of bushclover, for instance.
Other dogs, trained to find scat, can tell
droppings from diseased deer from those of
healthy deer. Or one type of bear from
another. Some dogs can even identify scat
from one individual animal.
Scent detection dogs aren’t new to the world
of conservation. Samuel Wasser first put
dogs to use in his research in 1997. Wasser is

Utah signals to WD4C handler Aimee Hurt that he has
found Chinese bushclover.
WORKING DOGS FOR CONSERVATION

a conservation biologist at the University of
Washington in Seattle. He has studied animals the world over using only scat: baboons, bears,
elephants, sea lions, owls, caribou and more. Wasser discovered that he could get DNA,
hormones, toxins and other information out of scat. By studying those bits of dung, he can find
and follow an entire population of animals without ever seeing one individual.
Wasser directs the university’s Center for Conservation Biology. At one point, the center had 21
detection dogs working on projects. “It became hard to manage all those dogs and projects,”
Wasser says. So the program shrank to five dogs. This helped to better focus on key projects at
his center. Many of the original dogs got old and retired from detection work to live with their
handlers.
Some dogs now working at the center are trained to detect scat from orcas (killer whales).
Sitting at the bow of a boat, they sniff the air blown toward them from a pod of orcas. When a
whale poops, the dog leans in that direction, telling the boat driver where to go. Researchers
can then scoop the goopy poop into a plastic container and take it back to the lab for study.
This work has led researchers to conclude that orcas that live off the coast of Washington “are
on their way out,” Wasser says. One big reason is hunger. Human activity has reduced the
number of Chinook salmon, which is the favorite food of these orcas. Pollution is another

problem. Pollutants get into the whales’
bodies, where they’re stored in fat. When the
orcas go hungry, they burn that fat, releasing
toxic chemicals into the blood where they can
now harm the whales.
Other dogs working with the center are
tracking wolves and their prey. Wolves are
becoming more common in central
Washington. Researchers want to know how
their presence might be affecting other
predators in the area. The dogs on this
Center for Conservation Biology detection dog Eba
checks the air for the scent of orca scat.
SAMUEL WASSER/CENTER FOR CONSERVATION
BIOLOGY/UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

project are trained to find scat from
carnivores: wolves, coyotes, cougars, bobcats
and black bears.

In four six-week sessions, the dogs found 8,000 piles of poop — most of which would have
been missed by people relying strictly on sight.
“We know where we found the [scat],” Wasser says. And from the poop, “we get DNA, telling us
who pooped and what they were eating.” This lets the team see how the various carnivores are
moving around. And that’s leading to insights about how competition with wolves is changing
the diet of those other carnivores. Says Wasser, “Dog sampling is fantastic for that.”

Not for everyone
Detection dogs can be incredibly useful to conservation biologists. But not every dog — and
not every handler — is cut out for the job. Fratt and Wasser agree that high-energy, ball-crazy
rescue dogs make great detection dogs. It can be a win all around — especially when homeless
dogs find a home and a purpose helping wildlife.
However, not all of those dogs work for every project, cautions Karen DeMatteo. She’s a
conservation biologist at Washington University in St. Louis, Mo. Choosing well can mean the
difference between a successful project and one that fails.

In Argentina, DeMatteo’s Chesapeake Bay retriever, Train, helped her find scat from jaguars,
ocelots, pumas, bush dogs and small spotted cats called oncillas. Tracing their movements by
tracking scat, her research team is now working to create protected areas between farms and
communities. Train was perfect for this job because his thick coat protected him from plants
with spines and prickles. His medium size let him clamber over some obstacles — such as fallen
logs — and burrow under others. And his solid paws gave him good traction on the uneven
ground.
A dog’s height, coat and paws are important
things to consider when choosing a dog for a
project, DeMatteo says. Searches in tall
vegetation need tall dogs. Short dogs have to
work too hard just to break through the
brush, she says. They’ll wear out too quickly.
If the area is thorny, then dogs with longer
fur will be better protected. But if there are
lots of ticks or burrs, that long fur will
become a problem and shorter-haired dogs
should be used instead. Even the shape of
the foot matters, she notes. Narrow feet will

Karen DeMatteo rewards her dog, Train, with his ball
and play time after he locates scat in Argentina.
JUAN PABLO ZURANO/GOT SCAT?

sink in mud or sand. Wide feet that splay out
to support the dog’s weight are better in those situations.
Proper training is critical to a successful project, DeMatteo notes. If the samples used to train
dogs are too limited, the dogs will be more likely to make mistakes in the field. All scat from a
certain species of animal, for instance, won’t smell exactly the same. (Think about how yours
might smell differently after different meals.) If too few samples are used in training, dogs
might end up looking only for females, for example, instead of including males too, or only
flowers in bloom instead of that plant after it has gone to seed.
Exposing the dogs to a variety of samples actually helps them narrow down what they are
looking for. They’re able to ignore odors that might have come from how the samples were
collected or stored. And if there are other species that eat the same foods, it’s important to
include those when training the dog, DeMatteo says. Otherwise, “the dog may locate samples

that you are not looking for,” she says. For example, it may find both coyote and wolf scat when
you only want wolves.

Handler Kerry Julvezan watches Jasper search for scat as part of the Center for Conservation Biology wolf
project.
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

Just as important as the dog and training is the handler. “Handlers need to be able to have both
physical and mental endurance,” DeMatteo says. They have to spend time away from friends
and family when they’re out in the field. Personality matters too. Handlers must be able to
watch their dog closely during training and while working. People who are easily distracted
when they’re supposed to be working will miss important cues from their dogs, she says. Many
dog-loving people aren’t cut out for the job.
And even if the dog and handler might be perfect for a job, they both need special training
before they can work in the field. “Knowing how to train for basic obedience is not the same as
training a dog for work in varying field conditions,” DeMatteo says.

Wasser agrees. Knowing how to sit or shake hands isn’t part of this job. “You don’t want that
dog to heel,” he says. For most detection dogs to work effectively, they must be off leash. “You
want that dog to be out there really working and to trust you. And you’ve got to trust the dog.”
A good handler has that trust. “Our dogs never run away,” Wasser says. “Because we’re holding
their most treasured reward — their ball — and they know it.”
Working with detection dogs “can be rewarding and exciting,” DeMatteo says. “It can bring you
to beautiful environments, allow you to explore amazing cultures and meet incredible people.”
And, she adds, “it can allow you to collect data on species in environments that are impossible
using other survey techniques.”
It also “requires hard work and attention to detail to be successful,” DeMatteo says. Is it worth
it? She thinks so. Success provides the data needed to protect threatened and endangered
animals. For dog-lovers, it’s more than taking your furry friend to work — it creates a close,
lasting partnership that really makes a difference.

When dogs go wild
Dogs aren’t always a good thing for conservation, especially when they run free. Some
dogs escape captivity and become feral, or wild. Others belong to people who let them
run loose. In either case, dogs can — and do — endanger local wildlife.
That threat may be direct. Julie Young is a wildlife biologist with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture in Logan, Utah. She and her coworkers have seen free-roaming dogs hunt
and kill mountain sheep in Central Asia. They have watched dogs chase gazelles in Tibet.
In Mongolia, dogs chased after endangered saiga antelope.
Dogs can pose less obvious problems, too. They spread diseases, such as canine
distemper virus and rabies, that can kill wildlife and even people. They compete with
local predators for food. And they have been found hunting livestock. When this
happens in areas with wolves or other wild predators, those predators are usually
blamed and sometimes killed.
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Writing Prompt: In what ways are dogs helping with conservation efforts? What benefits are there for using
dogs? What difficulties can arise when using dogs? How could using dogs in conservation efforts help
endangered species from going extinct?

