Grade 6

April 13, 2020
These and other resources are
also available digitally on the
HemetLearnsTogether.org website.

H.U.S.D. Secondary
Suggested Daily Schedule
Time

Suggested Enrichment Activities & Resources
(Modify as needed based on your family’s needs.)

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.
9:00 - 9:45 a.m.

☀ Start your day: Wake up, stretch, make your bed, eat breakfast, clean up your dishes, and get
ready for the day!

🧮 Math: Complete a Math Enrichment Activity from the provided packet or from the H.U.S.D. math
digital resources at HemetLearnsTogether.org.

9:45 - 10:00 a.m.
10:00 - 10:45 a.m.

🧠 Brain Break: Use the restroom, stretch, & eat a healthy snack!
📚 English Language Arts:  Complete an ELA Enrichment Activity from the provided packet or from

the H.U.S.D. ELA digital resources at HemetLearnsTogether.org.. Then spend 20-30 minutes reading
a book!
10:45 - 11:30 a.m.
11:30 - 12:30 p.m.
12:30 - 1:00 p.m.

😅 Exercise Break: T ake a walk outside or try some workout programs on darebee.com.
🥪
Lunch & Free Time: Eat lunch, clean up your dishes, use the restroom, and do something you
enjoy! (Check Hemetusd.org for updated lunch pick-up day, time, & locations.)
📓 Creative Writing/Journaling: S pend some time writing about a topic of your choice! Write your
own stories or poems or keep a journal of your thoughts.
Here are some writing prompts to get you started:
● What are you excited or worried about?
● Write a letter to yourself 10 years in the future. What do you want to tell your future self?
● How do you think the world will be different after the coronavirus pandemic?
Explore more journal topics here or create your own!

1:00 - 2:45 p.m.

🧪 Science: Complete a S cience Enrichment Activity from the provided packet or from the
H.U.S.D. science digital resources at HemetLearnsTogether.org..

2:45 - 3:00 p.m.
3:00 - 3:30 p.m.

🧠 Brain Break: Use the restroom, stretch, & eat a healthy snack!
📜 Social Studies: Complete a Social Studies Enrichment Activity from the provided packet or
from the H.U.S.D. social studies digital resources at HemetLearnsTogether.org.
Explore additional enrichment activities at HemetLearnsTogether.org

#HemetLearnsTogether

Distrito Escolar Unificado de Hemet
Tabla de Actividades Sugeridas
Tiempo
Aproximado
8:00-9:00 a.m.
9:00 - 9:45 am

Actividades y Recursos de Enriquecimiento Sugeridos
(Modificar según sea necesario según las necesidades de su hijo /hija.)
☀ Para empezar el día: D
 espierta, estirar, hacer la cama, desayunar, limpia tus platos y prepárate
para el día!

🧮 Matemáticas: Complete una a ctividad de enriquecimiento matemático del paquete provisto o
de los recursos digitales matemáticos a HemetLearnsTogether.org.

9:45 - 10:00 am
10:00 - 10:45 am

🧠 Rotura de Cerebro:: Use el baño, estirar y comer una merienda saludable!
📚 Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés:  Complete una actividad de enriquecimiento de ELA del paquete
provisto o de los recursos digitales de ELA a HemetLearnsTogether.org. ¡Entonces pasé 20-30
minutos leyendo un libro!

10:45 - 11:30 am
11:30 - 12:30 pm

😅
Pausa Para Ejercicio: Salga a caminar o pruebe algunos programas de entrenamiento en
darebee.com.
🥪
Almuerzo y Tiempo Libre: Almorzar y, limpie sus platos, use el baño y haga algo que disfrute!
(Visite Hemetusd.org para conocer el día, la hora y los lugares de recogida del almuerzo
actualizados.)

12:30 - 1:00 pm

📓Escritura Creativa /Diario: Dedique algo de tiempo a escribir sobre un tema de su elección!
Escribe tus propias historias o poemas o lleva un diario de tus pensamientos.
Aquí hay algunos consejos de escritura para comenzar:
● ¿Por qué está emocionado o preocupado?
● Escribe una carta 10 años en el futuro. ¿Qué quieres decir a tu futuro yo?
● ¿Cómo crees que el mundo será diferente después de la pandemia de coronavirus?
¡Explore más temas de revistas aquí o cree el suyo propio!

1:00 - 2:45 pm

🧪 Ciencia: Complete una actividad de enriquecimiento de la ciencia del paquete provisto o de los
recursos digitales de cienci aa HemetLearnsTogether.org.

2:45 - 3:00 pm
3:00 - 3:30 pm

🧠 Rotura de Cerebro: Usa el baño, estira y come un bocadillo saludable!
 studios Sociales: Complete una actividad de enriquecimiento de estudios sociales del paquete
E
provisto o de los recursos digitales de estudios sociales a HemetLearnsTogether.org.
Explore actividades de enriquecimiento adicionales en HemetLearnsTogether.org

#HemetLearnsTogether

THINKING ABOUT TEXTS

Questions & Sentence Frames to use while reading Literature & Informational Texts
Preface: When reading, we can improve our comprehension by periodically stopping to ask ourselves questions about the
text. The questions we ask will vary depending on the type of text we’re reading.
Below you’ll find text analysis questions divided into two categories: literary (fiction) and informational (expository). While
you’re reading, or once you’ve finished, take some time to consider a few of these questions. Discuss your thoughts with
someone in order to hear yourself speak your ideas aloud. In a writing journal, write a brief response to the question(s) of
your choice. Cite evidence from your text to support your response. Sentence frames have been provided to support you in
your thinking and writing.

Literary (Fiction) Text Analysis
Plot

What is the story about? What are the main events in the story, and how are they related to each other? Are the
main events of the story arranged chronologically or in some other way? Explain. Use evidence from the text.
● The story ___________is about ____________.
● The main event is ___________. The main event involves ___________.
● Another important event is _______________.
● These events are related (connected) because ____________.
● The events are arranged ___________. Evidence to support this includes ______.

Setting

Where does the action take place? How does the setting affect characters in the story? Describe social forces that
shape the characters (political, social, economic, religious, educational, etc.)
● The action occurs __________________.
● _________is influenced by _______(aspect of the setting) because ___________.
● ________ is shaped by ______ forces. Evidence to support this includes _______.

Character

What are some of the chief characteristics (personality traits) of the main character? How are these
characteristics revealed in the story?
● The main character __________seemed______________because_______________.

Point of View

From what point of view is the story told? How do you know? How does this affect the telling of the story?
● The author uses_______________ to tell the story. Evidence to support this includes__________.
● First-person point of view affects the story by____________________________.

Imagery

What scenes, moments, descriptive passages, phrases or words stand out in your reading of the story?
● I could visualize _______________ because of the author’s use of ____________.
● I felt ______________ when the author used _____________to describe ____________.

Tone

What is the author’s attitude toward actions/events in the story? Is the story tragic, humorous, frightening? How
does the author want the reader to react?
● The story has a _________________ feeling because the author uses______________.
● As a reader, I feel __________________ because ___________________.

Theme

What theme(s) does this story reveal? Does the theme(s) support or oppose popular notions of life? Does it offer
new insight about the human experience or support traditional ideas?
● One theme of the story is_____________________.
● The theme connects to life by_______________________________.

Informational (Expository) Text Analysis
Main Idea

What point is the author making in the text?
● The author’s first point is ______________.
● The author makes several points. To begin with,_____________. Additionally, _______.

Supporting Details

What evidence does the author use to support each point?
● The author supports the point that_______by stating _______.

Claims

What is the main claim the author makes in the text?
● The author’s main claim is ________________.

Paraphrasing

How would you paraphrase what the author is saying?
● Another way to say this would be_______.
● In other words, the author is saying____________.

Summarizing

How would you summarize what the author is saying?
● In summary,_______________
● To summarize, the author’s main points are________________.

Agree/Disagree

Are the ideas in this passage correct or reasonable? Do you agree or disagree with them? Why?
● I agree/disagree with the author’s claim that_______________ because___________.

Text Connections
(Compare/ Contrast)

How does this passage relate to other texts you have read?
● This passage is similar to ______________because________________.
● This passage differs from _____________because________________.

After reading literary OR informational texts, use the sentence starters below in a journal to reflect on and/or form opinions
about what you have read.
Reflective

Sentence Starters

I wonder…

I was reminded of…

I was surprised that…

I began to think of…

I can’t believe…

It is interesting that…

I suppose that…

If I had been…

I don’t really understand…

I don’t see how…

It bothers me when…

I agree with this because…

I like the idea…

Why did…

I disagree with this because…

I noticed that…

How did…

I think the author intends…

PENSANDO EN LOS TEXTOS

Preguntas y marcos de oraciones para usar al leer literatura y textos informativos
Prólogo: Al leer, podemos mejorar nuestra comprensión deteniéndonos periódicamente para hacernos preguntas sobre el
texto. Las preguntas que hacemos variarán según el tipo de texto que leamos.
A continuación, encontrarás preguntas de análisis del texto divididas en dos categorías: literarias (ficción) e informativas
(expositivas). Mientras estás leyendo, o una vez que hayas terminado, tómate un tiempo para considerar algunas de estas
preguntas. Habla con alguien de lo que piensas para poder escuchar tus ideas en voz alta. En un diario, escribe una breve
respuesta a la(s) pregunta(s) de tu elección. Cita evidencia de tu texto para respaldar tu respuesta. Se han proporcionado
marcos de oraciones para apoyarte en tus ideas y escritura.

Análisis de Texto Literario (Ficción)
Trama

¿Sobre qué es la historia? ¿Cuáles son los principales eventos de la historia y cómo se relacionan entre sí? ¿Los
principales eventos de la historia están ordenados cronológicamente o de alguna otra manera? Explica. Usa evidencia
del texto.
● La historia ___________ es sobre ____________.
● El evento principal es ___________. El evento principal involucra ___________.
● Otro evento importante es _______________.
● Estos eventos están relacionados (conectados) porque ____________.
● Los eventos se organizan ___________. La evidencia para apoyar esto incluye ______.

Escenario

¿Dónde se lleva a cabo la acción? ¿Cómo afecta el escenario a los personajes de la historia? Describa las fuerzas
sociales que dan forma a los personajes (políticos, sociales, económicos, religiosos, educativos, etc.)
● La acción ocurre __________________.
● _________ está influenciado por _______ (aspecto del entorno) porque ___________.
● ________ está formado por ______ fuerzas. La evidencia para apoyar esto incluye _______.

Personaje

¿Cuáles son algunas de las principales características (rasgos de personalidad) del personaje principal? ¿Cómo se
revelan estas características en la historia?
● El personaje principal __________parecía______________porque_______________.

Punto de vista

¿Desde qué punto de vista se cuenta la historia? ¿Cómo lo sabes? ¿Cómo afecta esto a la narración de la historia?
● El autor usa _______________ para contar la historia. La evidencia para apoyar esto incluye ______.
● El punto de vista en primera persona afecta la historia por ____________________________.

Imaginería

¿Qué escenas, momentos, pasajes descriptivos, frases o palabras se destacan en su lectura de la historia?
● I Pude visualizar _______________ debido al uso del autor de ____________.
● Me sentí ______________ cuando el autor usó _____________ para describir ____________.

Tono

¿Cuál es la actitud del autor hacia las acciones/eventos en la historia? ¿Es la historia trágica, humorística,
aterradora? ¿Cómo quiere el autor que reaccione el lector?
● La historia tiene un sentimiento de _________________ porque el autor usa______________.
● Como lector, me siento __________________ porque ___________________.

Tema

¿Qué tema(s) revela esta historia? ¿El tema(s) apoya o se opone a las nociones populares de la vida? ¿Ofrece una
nueva visión sobre la experiencia humana o apoya las ideas tradicionales?
● Un tema de la historia es _____________________.
● El tema se conecta a la vida por _______________________________.

Análisis de Texto Informativo (Expositivo)
Idea principal

¿Qué punto quiere hacer el autor en el texto?
●
●

Detalles de apoyo

Detalles de apoyo
●

Afirmaciones

En resumen,_______________
En resumen, los puntos principales del autor son ________________.

¿Son las ideas de este pasaje correctas o razonables? ¿Estás de acuerdo o en desacuerdo con ellos?¿Por qué?
●

Conexiones de
texto (Comparar/
Contraste)

Otra forma de decir esto sería _______.
En otras palabras, el autor está diciendo ____________.

¿Cómo resumirías lo que dice el autor?
●
●

De acuerdo/
en desacuerdo

La afirmación principal del autor es ________________.

¿Cómo parafrasearías lo que dice el autor?
●
●

Resumiendo

El autor apoya el punto que _______ indicando _______.

¿Cuál es la afirmación principal que el autor hace en el texto?
●

Parafraseando

El primer punto del autor es ______________.
El autor hace varios puntos. Para empezar con,_____________. Además, _______.

Estoy de acuerdo/no estoy de acuerdo con la afirmación del autor que _______________ porque ___.

¿Cómo se relaciona este pasaje con otros textos que has leído?
●
●

Este pasaje es similar a ______________ porque _________________.
Este pasaje difiere de _____________ porque _________________.

Después de leer textos literarios o informativos, utiliza los iniciadores de oraciones a continuación en un diario para
reflexionar y/o formar opiniones sobre lo que has leído.
Iniciadores de Oraciones Reflexivas
Me pregunto

Me recordó de…

Me sorprendió que…

Empence a pensar en…

No puedo creer…

Es interesante que…

Supongo que…

Si hubiera sido…

Realmente no entiendo…

No veo cómo…

Me molesta cuando…

Estoy de acuerdo con esto porque…

Me gusta la idea…

¿Por qué…

No estoy de acuerdo con esto porque…

Me di cuenta de que…

¿Cómo fue…

Creo que el autor tiene la intención de…

Rabbit Costumes

DO NOT WRITE HERE

DO NOT WRITE HERE

This problem gives you the chance to:
• use division with fractions

Gail is making costumes for a school play.

Each rabbit costume needs one and one half yards of white fur fabric, a yard of blue striped
fabric, and a quarter of a yard of pink felt for the ears.
1. Gail needs to make eight rabbit costumes.
How much material does she need?
white fur fabric:

yards

DO NOT WRITE HERE

blue striped fabric:
pink felt:

yards
yards

2. Gail has ten yards of white fur fabric, seven yards of blue striped fabric,
and one and three quarter yards of pink felt.
How many rabbit costumes can Gail make?

DO NOT WRITE HERE

Which type of fabric does Gail use up first? Explain how you figured this out.

8
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Rabbit Costumes

Test 6: Form A

T-Shirts
This problem gives you the chance to:
• interpret a frequency graph for a practical situation

The 26 members of the Blazing Trails Bicycle Club want to buy matching
T-shirts. This bar graph shows the sizes they wear.

Sizes

Medium

T-Shirts

Test 5: Form A

The club members can buy T-shirts in packages of four (all the same size) for
$6.00, or individually at $2.50 each.

Small
X-Large

1. How many T-shirts of each size does the club need to buy?

Large

Page 4

.
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.

.

T-Shirts

Test 5: Form A

10

2. How should the club buy the right size T-shirt for each of its members at
the best price possible?
Show all your calculations. Explain how you know that you have the best price.

Small T-shirts cost

Medium T-shirts cost

Large T-shirts cost

X-Large T-shirts cost

Page 5

6th Grade English Language Arts 
f or the week of
April 13th, 2020

STUDENT LESSON SUMMARY

Levels of Language
ELA SL.6.6, ELD PI.6.12

Academic language is serious and polite. You would use academic language
for school or business matters. Conversational language, on the other hand,
is informal and casual. It might include slang or contractions. Slang includes
popular expressions such as “cool” or “my bad.” You use informal language
when you speak to your friends. Use the following steps to determine whether
academic or conversational language is appropriate.
Step 1: Consider your audience. If you and your friends were complaining to
each other about a problem at school, you would probably use slang and short,
punchy sentences full of emotion. However, if you decided to tell your principal
about the problem, you would switch to more formal, polite words and grammar.
EXAMPLES Conversational: What’s up with hall passes? It stinks! What’s
their problem?
Academic: Mr. Sanchez, the sixth-grade students are h
 oping
you might reconsider your decision regarding our hall
privileges.
Step 2: Consider the occasion. You speak to your classmates informally every
day, using slang, contractions, and sentence fragments. However, if you were
asked to speak to them at a school assembly you would use a more formal
level of language—a more serious tone, more precise word choice, and correct
grammar, including complete sentences.
EXAMPLES Conversational: Man, this firefighter like saved three kids from
this totally out of control fire! That is so totally heroic!
Academic: Today we come together to honor a true hero in
our community, a person who risks her life daily to guarantee
our safety.

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company
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Levels of Language

Levels of Language continued
Step 3: Choose academic or conversational language to fit your needs. Use
the chart below to help you choose the appropriate level of language for your
speaking and writing.
Academic Language

Conversational Language

Characteristics

precise words, correct
grammar, complete sentences,
serious tone

slang, contractions, simple
words, incomplete sentences,
casual tone

Audience

teacher, someone in authority,
strangers, large group

friends and family

Occasion

essay, report, business letter,
presentation, speech

friendly letters and e-mails,
text messages, story dialogue,
casual conversation

Example

My favorite novel is Hatchet,
a dramatic story of a boy
who learns to survive in the
wilderness.

You gotta read this book
Hatchet, dude! This kid Brian
like almost dies so many times!

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company
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Levels of Language

Practice Worksheet A

Levels of Language
A. Practice and Apply Read each passage. Then write academic or
conversational to identify the level of language used in each passage.
1. You gotta see Lords of Doom, man. I mean it! It’s like the best action movie
ever. It’s got Johnny Rock in it, so you know it’s cool.
LEVEL:
2. According to the school board, the number of graduates attending four-year
colleges has increased greatly in recent years.
LEVEL:
3. Dear Ms. Perkalis: The students of Taunton Middle School would like to
express our sincere gratitude for your participation in Career Day.
LEVEL:
4. We’re having this talent contest. It’s gonna be in the gym. It’ll be next
Tuesday. If you wanna try out for it, sign up in the office.
LEVEL:
5. Computer games and video games are kinda the same, but, you know, kinda
not.
LEVEL:
B. Practice and Apply Choose three passages from “Part A” that are written in
conversational language. Rewrite them in more academic language.
6.

7.

8.

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company
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Levels of Language

Practice Worksheet B

Levels of Language
Practice and Apply Read the boxed rough draft of a business letter. Then
answer the questions on the lines provided.
Dear Ms. Gonzalez:
Hey, how are ya? Remember me, from Summer Adventures day
camp? Like I’ve only been coming for six summers in a row, so ya
better. It’s such a cool thing for kids, and I know all about how it works.
I was kinda wondering if maybe I could like be one of your junior
counselor type people next summer, ya know? How does that work
anyway? What should I do? Like get a paper to fill out or something?
Let me know, okay? I’m real pumped about doing this, really.
See ya later, Jenna Lang

1. Why is the language in the draft not suitable for a business letter?

2. What is the tone of the letter?

3. What are some characteristics of the language in the letter?

4. On a separate sheet, rewrite the business letter using an appropriate level
of language. You can rearrange sentences or leave out some sentences
completely, if they are not appropriate.

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company
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Levels of Language

Reteaching Worksheet

Levels of Language
Review Serious, polite language used for school and business is called a
 cademic
language. It uses no slang and few contractions, and it often includes longer
words and sentences. Conversational language is the casual, everyday language
you use with family and friends. It usually includes slang, contractions, and
shorter sentences, even fragments.
A. Practice and Apply Circle the letter of the best choice.
1. What level of language do most people use in a phone conversation with
friends?
a. academic
b. conversational
2. What level of language should be used in a school essay?
b. conversational
a. academic
3. What level of language should be used in a business letter?
b. conversational
a. academic
4. What level of language would you use in an e-mail to your cousin?
b. conversational
a. academic
B. Practice and Apply Read each pair of sentences. Circle the one written in
academic language.
5. a. I sorta think we need to change that rule, cuz like it’s real messed up.
b. That rule is clearly unjust, and we need to change it immediately.
6. a. I have learned many important lessons from my babysitting experience.
b. Oh, wow—have I ever wised up after babysitting so many brats!
7. a.	Serious, man—you’re totally gonna love Shel Silverstein’s poems, ‘cause
they’re wicked funny and have a cool beat.
b. S hel Silverstein’s poems are noted for their outrageous humor and their
musical rhythms.
8. a. I think this is a totally cool place to work, and I really want the job.
b. This
	 job presents an opportunity to work hard, learn, grow, and
contribute my experience and skills.

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

California Standards Support and Enrichment

5

Levels of Language

6th Grade History
for the week of
April 13, 2020

HemetLearnsTogether.org

6th Grade History - Enrichment Activities
Week of April 13, 2020

Cleopatra Lessons
Central Historical Question:
Did Cleopatra die by snakebite?
Materials:
•
•
•
•

Cleopatra Timeline
Cleopatra PowerPoint handout
Documents A – E
Graphic Organizer

Instructions:

Cleopatra
Much of history is chronicled and understood in terms of myth and
legend. Such “historiography” certainly applies to Cleopatra,
whose supposed beauty and tragic death have been immortalized
in art and media across centuries. In this lesson, students consider
whether or not Cleopatra actually died from a self-inflicted
snakebite through evaluating the reliability of various types of
secondary, historical sources.

1. Introduction: Remember that Cleopatra VII was the last Pharaoh of Ancient
Egypt and that she came from a Greek Dynasty. She had romances with both
Julius Caesar and Mark Antony.
We have included a timeline of Cleopatra’s life as a way of reviewing the key
events in her life. This particular lesson deals with the myth and legend
surrounding Cleopatra’s death.
Cleopatra’s death inspired a Shakespeare play and numerous works of art. One
of the most enduring stories is that she was killed by snakebite. This week we’re
going to investigate whether that actually happened. View the Cleopatra
PowerPoint slide image and get out Documents A and B and the Graphic
Organizer.
2. Looking at the Slide, go through sourcing it:
• Who painted this and when? Is this a reliable source for answering our
question?
You should note that the painting was made in the 16th century and is
therefore not necessarily a reliable source about whether Cleopatra died
from snakebite in 31 BCE. However, you will note that according to the
painting, she did die from a snakebite.
3. Complete the Graphic Organizer for Documents A and B.
4. Look at your answers to Round One of the Graphic Organizer. In both
documents, Cleopatra does in fact die from snakebites, however neither is
reliable because they were both created long after the event AND because
neither paintings nor plays are expected to be historically accurate.

STANFORD HISTORY EDUCATION GROUP

sheg.stanford.edu

5. Hand out Documents C, D, and E. Read Document C and complete Graphic
Organizer.
Note that Plutarch wrote the Life of Antony over a hundred years after Cleopatra
died. In that sense, it is not an accurate source. On the other hand, he was a
historian who likely wrote what was known about Cleopatra’s death. He does not
say that she died definitively from a snakebite.
6. Read Documents D and E and complete Round Two of the Graphic Organizer.
7. Reflect on your answers.
Cassius Dio wrote his history even later than Plutarch and likely got much of his
information from Plutarch. Like Plutarch, he does not conclude definitively that
Cleopatra died from a snakebite.
Document E, by contrast, is a contemporary article that is based on scholarly
analysis of evidence. It is more reliable than any other document in the lesson,
and it says that the snakebite theory is unlikely.
8. Questions for reflection:
•

•
•
•
•

Why might we give more weight to Documents C and D than to
Documents A and B? (Although all of the documents were written long
after Cleopatra’s death, Documents C and D are histories, and therefore
aspire to some degree of accuracy.)
Do you think Cleopatra was killed by a snakebite?
Why has the snake been such a lasting image surrounding Cleopatra’s
death?
Why else do we learn about Cleopatra from these stories?
Victors write history. What can we learn about Octavian from these
stories?

Citations:
Timeline:
The timeline of the life of Cleopatra. San José University.
http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/cleopatra.htm
Document A
Reginald Arthur (Painter). (1896). The death of Cleopatra [Painting], Retrieved September 26,
2012 from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_Death_of_Cleopatra_arthur.jpg
Document B
Shakespeare, W. (1623). Antony and Cleopatra.
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Document C
Plutarch: Plutarch. The Parallel Lives, p. 328. Retrieved from
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Lives/Antony*.html
Document D
Cassius Dio: Dio, C. Roman History, p. 39. Retrieved from
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Cassius_Dio/51*.html
Document E
Scholarly journal: Francois Retief and Louise P. Cilliers, “The Death of Cleopatra,” Acta
Theologica, Vol.26:2 (2006). http://historyoftheancientworld.com/2010/10/the-death-ofcleopatra/
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Cleopatra Timeline
Cleopatra	
  was	
  a	
  queen	
  of	
  Egypt,	
  but	
  she	
  was	
  not	
  Egyptian.	
  She	
  was	
  the	
  last	
  of	
  the	
  
Macedonian	
  Greek	
  dynasty	
  that	
  ruled	
  Egypt	
  from	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  Alexander	
  the	
  
Great’s	
  death	
  in	
  323	
  BCE	
  to	
  about	
  30	
  BCE.	
  She	
  was	
  a	
  talented	
  and	
  resourceful	
  
individual	
  of	
  great	
  charm	
  but	
  ruthless	
  when	
  she	
  thought	
  
she	
  had	
  to	
  be.	
  	
  
69	
  BCE:	
  Cleopatra	
  is	
  born	
  in	
  Egypt.	
  Cleopatra	
  is	
  a	
  
descendant	
  of	
  Ptolemy,	
  who	
  was	
  put	
  in	
  charge	
  of	
  Egypt	
  
in	
  323	
  BCE,	
  after	
  Alexander	
  the	
  Great	
  conquered	
  it.	
  
47	
  BCE:	
  Cleopatra	
  has a romance with Caesar	
  and	
  Caesar	
  
uses	
  his	
  army	
  to	
  defeat	
  and	
  destroy	
  Cleopatra’s	
  rival	
  for	
  
power	
  in	
  Egypt,	
  her	
  brother/husband	
  Ptolemy	
  XIII.	
  Caesar	
  establishes	
  Cleopatra	
  
as	
  ruler	
  of	
  Egypt.	
  Caesar	
  returns	
  to	
  Rome.	
  	
  
46	
  BCE:	
  Cleopatra	
  gives	
  birth	
  to	
  Caesar’s	
  child,	
  a	
  boy	
  who	
  is	
  named	
  Ptolemy	
  
Caesar	
  and	
  called	
  Caesarion.	
  	
  
44	
  BCE:	
  Caesar	
  achieves	
  total	
  victory	
  over	
  the	
  armies	
  of	
  his	
  rivals	
  and	
  seizes	
  
tremendous	
  political	
  control	
  in	
  Rome.	
  His	
  enemies	
  assassinate	
  him.	
  Civil	
  war	
  
breaks	
  out	
  between	
  those	
  who	
  support	
  Caesar	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  support	
  his	
  
enemies.	
  
42	
  BCE:	
  Mark	
  Antony	
  defeats	
  Caesar’s	
  enemies	
  and	
  emerges	
  as	
  the	
  leader.	
  	
  He	
  
has a romance	
  with	
  Cleopatra	
  and	
  joins	
  her	
  in	
  Alexandria.	
  
40	
  BCE:	
  Mark	
  Antony	
  leaves	
  Alexandria	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  Italy	
  to	
  sign	
  a	
  treaty	
  with	
  
Octavian,	
  Julius	
  Caesar’s	
  adopted	
  son.	
  Octavian	
  is	
  Mark	
  Antony’s	
  major	
  rival	
  for	
  
the	
  command	
  of	
  the	
  Romans.	
  An	
  agreement	
  is	
  reached,	
  and	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
arrangement	
  is	
  that	
  Mark	
  Antony	
  marry	
  the	
  sister	
  of	
  Octavian,	
  Octavia.	
  	
  
Cleopatra	
  bears	
  Antony’s	
  children.	
  They	
  were	
  twins,	
  a	
  boy	
  named	
  Alexander	
  
Helios	
  and	
  a	
  girl	
  named	
  Cleopatra	
  Selene.	
  	
  
37	
  BCE:	
  Mark	
  Antony	
  decides	
  that	
  he	
  and	
  Octavian	
  can	
  never	
  work	
  together.	
  He	
  
marries	
  Cleopatra.	
  Not	
  only	
  was	
  this	
  illegal	
  under	
  Roman	
  law,	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  betrayal	
  of	
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Octavia,	
  his	
  legal	
  wife	
  and	
  the	
  sister	
  of	
  Octavian.	
  This	
  makes	
  a	
  war	
  between	
  
Octavian	
  and	
  Mark	
  Antony	
  inevitable.	
  	
  
34	
  BCE:	
  Mark	
  Antony	
  defeats	
  the	
  Parthians	
  and	
  celebrates	
  in	
  Alexandria.	
  The	
  
celebration	
  of	
  a	
  triumph	
  in	
  Alexandria	
  was	
  a	
  serious	
  offense	
  to	
  Romans.	
  Such	
  
celebrations	
  were	
  only	
  supposed	
  to	
  take	
  place	
  in	
  Rome,	
  the	
  capital	
  of	
  the	
  empire.	
  	
  
Back	
  in	
  Rome,	
  Octavian	
  obtains	
  Mark	
  Antony’s	
  will	
  and	
  publicizes	
  its	
  contents.	
  
Mark	
  Antony’s	
  will	
  made	
  provision	
  for	
  turning	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  Roman	
  Empire	
  over	
  to	
  
Cleopatra.	
  Worse	
  yet	
  Mark	
  Antony’s	
  will	
  called	
  for	
  moving	
  the	
  Empire’s	
  capital	
  
from	
  Rome	
  to	
  Alexandria.	
  The	
  Roman	
  citizens	
  are	
  outraged.	
  	
  
32-‐31	
  BCE:	
  Mark	
  Antony	
  and	
  Cleopatra	
  live	
  together	
  in	
  Greece.	
  	
  
31	
  BCE:	
  Mark	
  Antony’s	
  forces	
  alone	
  are	
  not	
  strong	
  enough	
  to	
  match	
  those	
  of	
  
Octavian.	
  His	
  army	
  surrenders	
  to	
  Octavian.	
  	
  	
  	
  
Cleopatra	
  has	
  a	
  message	
  sent	
  to	
  Mark	
  Antony	
  saying	
  that	
  she	
  had	
  killed	
  herself.	
  
Upon	
  hearing	
  that	
  his	
  loved	
  one	
  was	
  dead	
  he	
  falls	
  upon	
  his	
  sword.	
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Document A

Cleopatra by Michelangelo, 1534
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Document B: Shakespeare Play, Antony and Cleopatra
CLEOPATRA
To an asp, which she applies to her breast
With thy sharp teeth this knot intrinsicate
Of life at once untie: poor venomous fool
Be angry, and dispatch. O, couldst thou speak,
That I might hear thee call great Caesar ass
Unpolicied!
CHARMIAN
O eastern star!
CLEOPATRA
Peace, peace!
Dost thou not see my baby at my breast,
That sucks the nurse asleep?
CHARMIAN
O, break! O, break!
CLEOPATRA
As sweet as balm, as soft as air, as gentle,-O Antony!—Nay, I will take thee too.
Applying another asp to her arm
What should I stay—
Dies

Source: Antony and Cleopatra, a tragedy by William Shakespeare, first printed in
1623.
Vocabulary
asp: a small snake
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Document C: Plutarch, Life of Antony (Modified)
Plutarch was a Greek historian who lived approximately between 50 CE –
120 CE. He was a wealthy aristocrat who wrote about famous Greeks and
Romans. His biographies focused on people’s moral strengths and
weaknesses. Here is an excerpt from his biography of Mark Antony.
There came a man from the country carrying a basket; and when the
guards asked him what he was bringing there, he opened the basket, took
away the leaves, and showed them that the dish inside was full of figs. The
guards were amazed at the great size and beauty of the figs. The man
smiled and asked them to take some; so they felt no mistrust.
It is said that a snake was brought with those figs and leaves and lay
hidden beneath them. When she took away some of the figs and saw it,
she held her arm out for the bite. But the truth of the matter no one knows;
for it was also said that she carried about poison in a comb hidden in her
hair; and yet neither spot nor other sign of poison broke out upon her body.
Some also say that Cleopatra’s arm was seen to have two slight and
indistinct punctures; and this Octavian also seems to have believed. An
image of Cleopatra herself with the snake clinging to her was carried in his
victory parade.
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Document D: Cassius Dio (Modified)
Cassius Dio lived approximately between 164 CE and 230 CE. He was a
wealthy Greek who was consul twice and also held important
governorships. He wrote eighty books on Roman History, and his position
is often sympathetic with emperors, though he is sometimes critical of
Octavian. Here is an excerpt from his book Roman History.
Octavian, however, feared that she might kill herself. He did not remove
any of her servants and asked that they take special care of her, that she
might add brilliance to his triumph. But as soon as the others neglected to
keep a careful watch, she prepared to die as painlessly as possible. She
put on her most beautiful clothing, took in her hands all the symbols of
royalty, and so died.
No one knows clearly in what way she perished, for the only marks on her
body were slight pricks on the arm. Some say she hid a poisonous snake in
a water-jar, or perhaps it hidden in some flowers. Others declare that she
had smeared a pin, with which she fastened her hair, with a poison that if
came into contact with even a drop of blood would destroy the body very
quietly and painlessly. In this or in some very similar way she perished, and
her two handmaidens with her. When Octavian heard of Cleopatra’s death,
he was astounded, and not only viewed her body but also tried to revive
her. But when he could not in any way resuscitate Cleopatra, felt both
admiration and pity for her, and was excessively grieved on his own
account, as if he had been deprived of all the glory of his victory.
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Document E: Scholarly Journal (Modified)
The excerpt below is from an article on Cleopatra’s death published in 2005
in Acta Theologica, a South African journal that publishes articles on
religion and theology.

One scholar has argued convincingly that the snakebite theory is unlikely.
Various North African snakes could have been used. However, in the case
of each of these species the area surrounding the bite is characterized by
severe pain, swelling and bleeding. Cleopatra had no significant bite
marks. On the other hand, if the snake were a cobra, a small bite could
swiftly lead to paralysis and death. However, in order to bring about the
speedy deaths of three adults, the cobra would have had to be at least 5 to
6.5 feet in length.
Another scholar thinks the snakebite theory could have originated as a
result of popular misunderstanding at the time of Octavian’s victory parade
through Rome. An image of Cleopatra was displayed in the procession,
wearing the robes of Isis and with the goddess’s traditional armlet (a coiled
snake) on her forearm. Roman spectators ignorant of Egyptian religious
symbolism might have interpreted this as suggesting that her death had
been caused by a snake.
There is also a possibility that Cleopatra and her handmaidens could have
died of poison hidden in a hollow hairpin. A very deadly poison, taken first
by Cleopatra and then by Charmian and Iras, could then explain how they
died so swiftly and without any wounds. In many ways this simpler
explanation is more acceptable than the exotic theories concerning
snakebite. The Egyptian royal house was probably well-informed about the
effects of various poisons. Roman authors claimed that Cleopatra had a
superior knowledge of poison and its effect on human victims.
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Cleopatra Graphic Organizer
Did Cleopatra Die by Snakebite?
Round One
Source:
Who made this source? When? Is it reliable?
Explain.

According to this source, did Cleopatra die
by snakebite? Explain.

Doc A

Doc B

Based on Documents A and B, did Cleopatra die by snakebite?
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Round Two
Source:
Who made it? When?
Is it reliable?

According to this source, did Cleopatra die
by snakebite? Explain.

Doc C

Doc D

Doc E

Based on Documents C-E, did Cleopatra die by snakebite?
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Cleopatra by Michelangelo, 1533-1534
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6th Grade Integrated Science: Paper Table Design Challenge
Week 04/13/2020
Reading:
● Annotate the article: Triangles and Arches in Architecture
○ Underline important ideas
○ Circle important words
○ Write a “?” next to something you want to know more about
● Discussion Questions:
○ Why are triangles and arches strong? How do they go together? Why would you
use them when designing a building?
○ Where are the triangles and arches in each of these images? How do the
triangles and arches work in each case?
○ Where are the pushes and pulls (compression and tension) in each of these
structures?
○ When do multiple arches or triangles need to be used in the design of
something?
Activity:
● Paper Table Design Challenge
○ Use the included paper if you do not have newspaper
Writing:
● Complete the STEM Challenge questions

3/30/2020

PBS LearningMedia

Triangles and Arches in Architecture
Background Reading
The shapes of buildings and other structures are usually no accident. Engineers and architects go to great lengths to
ensure both that structures will be able to serve their intended function and that they will be stable. Often, the shape of a
structure and its parts determine that structure's strength.
Rectangles are common in all types of structures, especially buildings. Windows and doorways nearly always take the
form of rectangles. However, this shape is generally chosen for aesthetics and reasons of uniformity, not because it is
inherently strong. In fact, without support along its vertical sides or the strengthening of its joints -- or both -- a rectangle is
highly unstable.
If there is a single most important shape in engineering, it is the triangle. Unlike a rectangle, a triangle cannot be deformed
without changing the length of one of its sides or breaking one of its joints. In fact, one of the simplest ways to strengthen
a rectangle is to add supports that form triangles at the rectangle's corners or across its diagonal length. A single support
between two diagonal corners greatly strengthens a rectangle by turning it into two triangles.
Arches are also very strong shapes. A force applied to the top of an arch, for example, will be carried vertically and
horizontally in an arc along the length of the arch's sides all the way to its base. Still, very heavy loads can cause an arch
to deform, or bend. To overcome this weakness, engineers sometimes strengthen arches with heavy buttresses or walls
along their sides and bases. If an arch is rotated 360 degrees in a circle, it becomes a strong, three-dimensional,
symmetrical shape -- a dome.

Reprinted from PBS LearningMedia: Triangles and Arches in Architecture
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/phy03.sci.phys.mfe.triarch/triangles-and-arches-in-architecture/
© 2013 WGBH. All Rights Reserved. For personal or classroom use only. Not for redistribution.

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/print_support_material/31613/Background Reading/0/
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PAPER TABLE
YOUR CHALLENGE

Design and build a table out of newspaper tubes. Make it at least eight inches tall
and strong enough to hold a heavy book.

BRAINSTORM & DESIGN
Look at your materials and think about the questions below. Then sketch your
ideas on a piece of paper or in your design notebook.
1. How can you make a strong tube out
of a piece of newspaper? (This
challenge uses tubes because it takes
more force to crumple paper when it’s
shaped as a tube.)
2. How can you arrange the tubes to make a
strong, stable table?
3. How can you support the table legs to keep them from tilting or twisting?
4. How level and big does the table’s top need to be to support a heavy book?

BUILD, TEST, EVALUATE & REDESIGN
Use the materials to build your table. Then test it by carefully setting a heavy book
on it. When you test, your design may not work as planned. If things don’t work
out, it’s an opportunity—not a mistake! When engineers solve a problem, they try
different ideas, learn from mistakes, and try again. Study the problems and then
redesign. For example, if:
• the tubes start to unroll—Re-roll them so they are tighter. A tube shape lets
the load (i.e., the book) push on every part of the paper, not just one section of
it. Whether they’re building tables, buildings, or bridges, load distribution is a
feature engineers think carefully about.
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• the legs tilt or twist—Find a way to stabilize and support them. Also check if
the table is lopsided, too high, or has legs that are damaged or not well
braced.
• a tube buckles when you add weight—Support or reinforce the weak area,
use a wider or thicker-walled tube, or replace the tube if it’s badly damaged.
Changing the shape of a material affects its strength. Shapes that spread a
load well are strong. Dents, creases, and wrinkles that put stress on some
areas more than others make a material weaker.
• the table collapses—Make its base as sturdy as possible. Also, a table with a
lot of triangular supports tends to be quite strong. A truss is a large, strong
support beam. It is built from short boards or metal rods that are arranged as
a series of triangles. Engineers often use trusses in bridges, buildings, and
towers.

pbs.org /designsquad

MATERIALS (per person)
• 1 piece of cardboard or
chipboard (approximately
8 ½ x 11 inches)
• heavy book (e.g., a
textbook or telephone
book)
• masking tape
• 8 sheets of newspaper

TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL
• If a little is good, a lot is better! Build a table that can hold two or more
heavy books.
• The sky’s the limit. Build a table that can hold a heavy book 16 inches
above the ground.

MAKE IT ONLINE
Paper guitar?
Build a great-sounding guitar
out of a box, string, wood,
and wire. See how on Make
Magazine’s project page at
makezine.com/designsquad.

• Matching furniture! Build a chair out of newspaper.

ENGINEERING IN ACTION
A paper house? Better leave your matches outside! Check out these items that engineers made out of paper.
Then choose from the list and see if you can figure out the year each item was invented.

Years these items were invented: 1922; 1931; 1967; 1995; 2004; 2007
_______ A. Paper Church
After a big earthquake in Japan,
engineers quickly made a
building by stretching a paper
“skin” across 58 paper tubes,
each over 16 feet long. The
church was only meant to be a
temporary place of worship. But
it’s still standing today.
_______ B. Paper Video Disc
This disc holds more than three
times as much data as a
standard DVD and is much
better for the environment. But
you’ll have to stay tuned—
there’s no release date set.

_______ E. Paper Batteries
_______ C. Paper House
They’re smaller than a postage
An engineer built a vacation
stamp but can power a light
home out of newspaper. He
bulb! And they decompose in
glued newspapers into one-inchlandfills. Engineers are still
thick slabs and then used them
figuring out how to get them to
to make the walls. It’s still
work with all our gadgets.
standing!
_______ F. Paper Dresses
_______ D. Paper Towels
Engineers created paper outfits
By mistake, a factory made rolls
that could be printed with
of paper that were too thick for
designs. They were sold in
toilet paper but too weak for most
boutiques and in stationery
other uses. But where others see
stores, where you could get a
problems, engineers see
tablecloth to match!
possibilities. The paper was sold
as “Sani-Towels,” which soon
became known as paper towels.
(Answers: A: 1995; B: 2004; C: 1922;
D: 1931; E: 2007; F: 1967)

Watch the DESIGN SQUAD Cardboard Furniture
episode on PBS or online at pbs.org/designsquad.

Major funding for Design Squad is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the
Intel Foundation. Additional funding is provided by the National Council of Examiners for
Engineering and Surveying, United Engineering Foundation (ASCE, ASME, AIChE, IEEE, AIME),
Noyce Foundation, Northrop Grumman Foundation, the IEEE, and the Intel Corporation.

© 2008 WGBH Educational Foundation. Design Squad and logo are trademarks
of WGBH Educational Foundation. All rights reserved. All third party trademarks
are the property of their respective owners. Used with permission.
Design Squad is produced by WGBH Boston.

MESA DE PAPEL
CUÁL ES EL RETO
Diseñar y construir una mesa con tubos de papel periódico. Tiene que medir por
lo menos 8 pulgadas de alto y ser suficientemente fuerte para aguantar un libro.

PENSAR Y DISEÑAR
Fíjate en la lista de materiales y piensa en las preguntas que siguen. Luego dibuja
un bosquejo de tus ideas en una hoja de papel o en tu cuaderno de diseño.
1. ¿Cómo se puede hacer un tubo fuerte
con una hoja de papel periódico? (En
este reto usamos tubos debido a que se
requiere más fuerza para arrugar un
papel cuando tiene la forma de tubo).
2. ¿Cómo se pueden disponer los tubos para
formar una mesa fuerte y estable?
3. ¿Cómo se les puede dar apoyo a las patas para que no se inclinen ni se
retuerzan?
4. ¿Qué tan nivelada y grande debe ser la mesa para que aguante un libro pesado?

CONSTRUIR, ENSAYAR, EVALUAR Y REDISEÑAR
Usa los materiales para construir esta mesa. Luego, para ver si pasa la prueba,
colócale encima un libro pesado. Es posible que tu diseño no funcione tal como lo
habías planeado. Si así sucede, es una oportunidad y ¡no un error! Para solucionar
problemas, los ingenieros ensayan con ideas diferentes, aprenden de sus errores y
lo intentan de nuevo. Estudia los problemas y cambia el diseño. Por ejemplo, si:
• los tubos empiezan a desenrollarse, enróllalos otra vez. Pero esta vez,
apriétalos más. Con las patas en forma de tubo, la carga (es decir, el libro)
ejerce presión sobre todo el papel, no sólo en una parte del mismo. Sean
mesas, edificios o puentes los que se construyan, la distribución de la carga
es una característica que los ingenieros estudian a fondo.
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• las patas se inclinan o retuercen, halla la manera de estabilizarlas y
apoyarlas. Verifica también que la mesa no esté desnivelada, ni demasiado
alta, ni que ninguna de sus patas esté dañada o mal asegurada.
• el tubo se desploma al tú agregarle peso, apoya o refuerza la parte débil.
Usa un tubo más ancho o de pared más gruesa o, si está muy dañado,
cambia el tubo. Al cambiarle la forma a un material, afectas su resistencia.
Las formas que distribuyen bien la carga son resistentes.
• la mesa se desploma, haz la base más robusta que puedas. Una mesa con
muchos apoyos triangulares tiende a ser muy resistente. La armazón es una
viga de apoyo grande y fuerte, hecha de tablas o varas de metal cortas que
se disponen en una serie de triángulos. Muchas veces los ingenieros usan
armazones cuando construyen puentes, edificios y torres.

pbs.org /designsquad

MATERIALES (por persona)
• 1 pedazo de cartón (más
o menos del tamaño de
una hoja de papel carta)
• libro pesado (p. ej., un
libro escolar o la guía de
teléfonos)
• cinta de enmascarar
• 8 hojas de papel periódico

LLÉVALO AL SIGUIENTE NIVEL

HAZLO EN INTERNET

• ¡Si un poco es bueno, mucho es mejor! Construye una mesa que pueda
aguantar dos o más libros pesados.
• Lleguemos a las estrellas. Construye una mesa que pueda sujetar un libro
pesado a 16 pulgadas por encima del piso.
• La sala completa: construye una silla de papel periódico.

¿Guitarra de papel?
Puedes construir una
guitarra de gran sonido con
una caja, hilo, madera y
alambre. Los detalles los
encuentras en la página de
proyectos de la revista Make en
makezine.com/designsquad.

INGENIERÍA EN ACCIÓN
¿Una casa de papel? Prohibido entrar con fósforos. Mira todas las cosas que los ingenieros han hecho con papel.
Luego, estudia bien la lista para ver si puedes descifrar en qué año se inventó cada cosa.

Años en que se inventaron: 1922; 1931; 1967; 1995; 2004; 2007
_______ A. Iglesia de papel
_______ E. Pilas de papel
_______ C. Casa de papel
Luego de un terremoto en
Más pequeñas que un sello
Un ingeniero construyó su casa
Japón, los ingenieros estiraron
postal pero pueden encender un
de vacaciones de papel
una “piel” de papel sobre
bombillo. Y se descomponen en
periódico. Pegó periódicos en
58 tubos de papel (cada uno de
el tiradero. Los ingenieros
láminas de 1 pulgada de grueso
más de 16 pies de largo) y así
todavía están estudiando cómo
y con eso construyó las
construyeron una iglesia. Iba a
hacerlas funcionar con todos los
paredes. La casa sigue en pie.
ser un centro de culto transitorio
aparatos que usamos.
_______ D. Toallas de papel
pero el edifició todavía está en
Por error, en una fábrica de papel _______ F. Ropa de papel
pie.
Los ingenieros crearon vestidos
higiénico hicieron unos rollos que
_______ B. Videodisco de papel
de papel con diseños impresos.
salieron demasiado gruesos. Pero
En este disco cabe más de tres
Se vendieron en boutiques y en
eran demasiado débiles para
veces la cantidad de datos que
papelerías, y podías comprar un
otros usos. Donde otros ven
hay en un DVD común. Y es
traje al mismo tiempo que
problemas, los ingenieros ven
mucho mejor para el medio
comprabas un mantel que le
posibilidades. El papel se vendió
ambiente. Pero mantente en
hiciera juego.
como “Sani-Towels”. Hoy, se
sintonía pues todavía no se ha
venden toallas de papel en
fijado la fecha para lanzarlo al
grandes cantidades.
mercado.
(Respuestas: A: 1995; B: 2004; C:
1922; D: 1931; E: 2007; F: 1967)

Mira el episodio de muebles de cartón en DESIGN SQUAD
en PBS o en internet en pbs.org/designsquad.

Gran parte de los fondos para Design Squad los donaron la Corporation for Public Broadcasting
y la Intel Foundation. Otros fondos son donación del National Council of Examiners for
Engineering and Surveying, la United Engineering Foundation (ASCE, ASME, AIChE, IEEE, AIME),
la Noyce Foundation, la Northrop Grumman Foundation, la IEEE, y la Intel Corporation.

© 2008 WGBH Educational Foundation. Design Squad y su logotipo son marcas
registradas de la WGBH Educational Foundation. Derechos reservados. Todas
las marcas de terceros son propiedad de sus respectivos dueños. Se han
utilizado con autorización. Design Squad es una producción de WGBH Boston.

Art Connects

2020 Virtual Student Arts Competition
RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

The Riverside County Office of Education is launching a
virtual student arts competition to help students channel their
creativity during the COVID-19 school closures.
Despite the closure of schools, students in Riverside County are continuing to create, dream, and express
their ideas through their own unique talents and abilities. Artistic expression is a healthy way for students
to process their feelings, exercise their creative abilities, and expand their understanding of a changing
world. These expressions have the power to uplift others and bring meaning to their life and the lives of
others during challenging times.

Rules and Eligibility Requirements
• Open to all Riverside County students in grades TK–12 attending public, charter, private, parochial, or
home-school programs.
• One entry per student per art form per week.
• Individual entries only; no group entries.
• Grade level categories include TK–2, 3–5, 6–8, and 9–12.

Awards
• 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards will be selected in each art form.
• 1st place award: $75 gift card, plaque, and certificate of participation
• 2nd place award: $50 gift card and certificate of participation
• 3rd place award: $25 gift card and certificate of participation
• Honorable mention: Certificate of participation
• Awards will be announced weekly via www.rcoe.us/art-connects, on RCOE’s social media pages,
and by email to the winners.
• The work of awardees may be shared on the website and RCOE social media pages.

Awards provided by the Riverside County Office of Education Foundation.

Judging Criteria
• Judges will include Riverside County artists, poets, choreographers, actors, writers, educators, filmmakers,
and musicians.
• Judges will score entries based on the following categories:
• Creativity and originality
• Artistic composition
• Connection to weekly theme
• Overall impression
• Judges will take into account the constraints that come with the nature of a virtual competition.
• Example: Video submissions will be based on the content of the film, not the production value.
• Example: Photo submissions will be judged on the artistic quality of the image, not the resolution
of the JPG.
For additional information, please visit www.rcoe.us/art-connects
or contact Louisa Higgins, RCOE Arts Administrator, lhiggins@rcoe.us.

Art Connects

2020 Virtual Student Arts Competition
RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

Guidelines and Submission Information

Week One: Poetry

Week Two: Visual Arts

Week Three: Dance

Submission: 100 word maximum,
typed or handwritten

Theme: Expressions of Possibility

Submission: Two-minute video

Theme: Expressions of Change
Submit entries 3/25 through 3/31
Winners announced on 4/7

(2D, 3D, Photography)

Submission: JPEG photo of
finished work

Theme: Expressions of Kindness
Submit entries 4/8 through 4/14
Winners announced on 4/21

Submit entries 4/1 through 4/7
Winners announced on 4/14

Week Four: Theater

Week Five: Media Arts

Week Six: Music

Submission: Original writing
of an excerpt enacted into
two-minute video

Submission: Two-minute podcast
or short film

Submission: Two-minute video;
compositions encouraged,
however can be performances
of hope-themed music

Theme: Expressions of Persistence Theme: Expressions of Connections
Submit entries 4/15 through 4/21
Winners announced on 4/28

Submit entries 4/22 through 4/28
Winners announced on 5/5

Theme: Expressions of Hope

Submit entries 4/29 through 5/5
Winners announced on 5/12

How to Submit Entries
• Go to www.rcoe.us/art-connects and follow the directions to upload your submissions.
• Students will be asked to provide their name, school or district affiliation, and contact information in
order to verify winners for any awards.
• After you submit your entry, you are encouraged to share your submission on social media with the
hashtag #ArtConnectsRivCo.

For additional information, please visit www.rcoe.us/art-connects
or contact Louisa Higgins, RCOE Arts Administrator, lhiggins@rcoe.us.

